
Amendment 1: Universal Child Care Assistance (UCA)  

Applying for the UCA 

Information about who is eligible and to apply for Universal Child Care can be found at 

www.nmececd.org. Click on the “Apply for Universal Child Care” tab https://www.nmececd.org/apply-for-

services/ and begin your online application by clicking “Apply for Services” or the “Online Application” link 

https://eligibility.ececd.nm.gov/eligibility/public/application/applicationInfo.page?dswid=-9380 . 

You will select the “Child Care Assistance” link option, https://www.nmececd.org/child-care-assistance/,  

NOT PRE-K or FAMILIES FIRST to apply you can Call 1-800-832-1321 or reach them via email 

at Child.care@state.nm.us. or visit a field office. 

In your application or interview they will ask for an attendance schedule to the school. It is very 

important that you notify the State that your child will ONLY be attending September - May, and for XX 

number of days per week. (Blue Class – 2 days/week, Green and Yellow Classes-3 days/week). 

In order to start an application, you will need to create an account by registering using a valid email 

address. Once you start an application you can save it and continue the process at a later time. After the 

application is submitted, it will then be reviewed and you will be contacted by our staff for next steps. 

With your account you will also be able to check the status of your application(s) online. 

We recommend applying for this in the month of June before you plan to start school with us in the Fall. 

This application could take a few weeks or a few months to be approved. However, it is only valid for one 

year at a time so if you apply for it before the school year finishes you are likely to have to apply again in 

the same school year in order to have the assistance cover the final month of school.  

If you have applied for the UCA and you have not received approval before the start of the school year 

then PHCP requires families to pay regular tuition until approval from the State has been given. Once the 

approval has gone through you will move from private pay tuition to the UCA program. Pending state 

reimbursement to Paradise Hills Community Preschool you will receive a refund of tuition for the months 

that you private paid, not including the supply fee, processing fees, etc. The amount is subject to the 

months the state back pays the school.  

If your UCA contract expires during the school year it is your responsibility to re-apply in a timely manner 

so that no period of time lapses without the UCA contract. Should a lapse of coverage occur you will 

move to private pay tuition until you have your UCA contract renewed. Pending state reimbursement to 

Paradise Hills Community Preschool you will receive a refund of tuition for the months that you private 

paid, not including the supply fee, processing fees, etc. The amount is subject to what the State back pays 

to the school. 

Should you wish to hold a spot in a class until your child turns of age to join that class you will have to 

private pay the months you are wishing to hold that spot. For example: your child turns 3 on October 6th, 

you want to join the Blue Class in October, you would have to private pay for the month of September in 

order to hold that spot for you. Once you joined our school in person and providing you have a valid UCA 

contract you will move to UCA. The month of private pay to hold your spot will not be refunded. 

Paradise Hills Community Preschool is required to report attendance to the state in order to receive the 

payments for tuition. In the case that a student is absent for 14 class days in succession the state will 
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pause tuition payments to the school. Should a family wish to still hold their students spot in the school 

they will be required to start paying private tuition until their student returns to preschool and the state 

resumes paying tuition (these two events might not occur at the same time). Pending state 

reimbursement to Paradise Hills Community Preschool you will receive a refund of tuition for the months 

that you private paid, not including the supply fee, processing fees, etc. The amount is subject to what the 

State back pays to the school. 

Families on a UCA contract are still responsible for the following:  

- UCA families will still pay a registration fee (as detailed in the handbook) however it will be refunded to 

them at the completion of the school year, however families could present to the Board for special 

circumstances to be refunded in the case that the school year is not completed. Should the family choose 

to not move forward with our school after the registration fee has been paid or leave during the school 

year then this registration fee will not be refunded.  

- Purchasing a field trip shirt 

- Paying the cost of any field trips that their student attends 

- Participation requirements (as detailed in the handbook) 

- Cleaning requirements (as detailed in the handbook) 

- Providing snack for their class on their assigned day 

- Providing a party snack on either the Halloween Party or the Valentines Party (which ever they are 

assigned to)  

- Paying for a background check for themselves should they wish to be a parent helper in the classroom 

- ACH/Bank/Credit card fee on any additional invoices.  

-A fundraising goal for enrolled families is established for each school year to help meet budget goals.  

This goal will be shared with all PHCP families in hopes that all families will participate in fundraising 

events and to support the financial goals of the school. 

 


